


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:00 PM ON THURSDAY 2nd APRIL 2026 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors R McNamara (Chairman), I Suter (Vice-Chairman) (IS), R Leadbeater (RL) M Pomeroy (MP) the Clerk D Green. Footpath Officer G Rains, Unitary Councillor Murcer
In addition, there was one member of the public present. 
1172. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Harwood, Ridout & White. 
1173.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1174.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2026 were approved.
1175. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman reviewed progress in relation to recent events & issues:
Holy Rood Church - Tree Preservation Order – the PC has written to Dorset Council objecting to the imposition of a TPO in relation to a silver birch in the Churchyard. There has been no update at this stage.  
Lanchards Lane - parking issue - this has been referred to Dorset Council Highways for a review but it does not seem likely that any action can or will be taken.
CCTV systems – new electricity supply contract & camera update – a new 3-year supply contract for the Augustan Avenue system has been agreed with SSE, at a marginally increased cost. The new cameras at the Recreation Ground and Augustan Avenue are now fully functional. 
DAPTC – Statement of Reasonable Expectations – a response to the PC’s concerns has been received from the DAPTC. This indicates that area partnerships/boards will meet infrequently and there will only be a time commitment for a limited number of councillors; any clerk costs are expected to be met from the precept. The response does not though address the wider concerns of the devolution agenda and the extent to which a Parish can be compelled to participate in any transfer of services or asset responsibilities. 
1176. PUBLIC SESSION
Lesley Gasson raised several issues:
· Parish Magazine funding – the magazine has faced rising costs particularly printing and some loss of advertising income. There is a concern that the grant for 2026 should be at least £ 600, as had been agreed for 2025, in order to meet rising costs. The Clerk advised that the PC could consider providing £ 750 of funding for 2026/2027. This will be formally discussed at the May meeting. 
· Flower Festival – 9th August 2026 – this will be held between 2 & 4 pm. It is hoped this will be an expanded event to include a BBQ and craft tent. The Parish Council is requested to support this venture. 
· Opening of the Honeybee Centre – the event takes place on 9th May – there is a concern that repairs to the road have not yet been made. Cllr Murcer will speak to Dorset Highways concerning this.  RL explained that Dorset Highways have been inundated by post flood road repair issues and are now working through a back log.  The Centre will feature an intercom system for safe viewing the bees, a review of the construction project, micro-scopes and a computer generated ‘BIG BEE’. 
1177. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Murcer provided an update:
· Okeford Fitzpaine – the Planning committee refused an application for 78 new dwellings, the key deciding factor being the argument that the village is ‘unsustainable’ lacking some basic facilities – such as a school. It was noted that there is already a large allocation of unbuilt & approved dwellings in Okeford Fitzpaine. Cllr Murcer said that he had attempted to engage with Dorset Council concerning the Tier 3 status of the village but had not received any response. 
· Boundary Commission – review of ward boundaries. The consultation runs until 1st June 2026. It does not seem as though there would be any significant changes in the Blackmore Vale Ward. Stalbridge & Marnhull are likely to in split wards though, on the basis of the increase in their electorates.  Dorset will still have 82 unitary councillors. 
· Heating Oil costs– HM Government has announced some support for the cost of heating oil which will be administered by Dorset Council via its Crisis and Resilience Fund
· Local Nature Recovery Strategy – this sets out a 10-year county-wide plan for making more space for nature and how councils, organisations, farmers, land managers, community groups, businesses and residents can work together to do this.
1178.  SHILLINGTSONE YOUTH CLUB CLOSURE
It is noted the club has decided to cease activities, having been unable to find volunteers prepared to run its activities. The PCC has raised the issue of the return of unspent funds granted by the Parish Council; It was AGREED that these funds should not be dissolved but should be retained by the PCC pending the commencement of a new youth venture at some stage in the future. 
1179. FOOTPATH OFFICER
Graham Rains provided an update:
· Fiddleford Bridge - will be briefly closed while it is re-decked
· Bere Marsh bridge – repair works are planned but no date has been set
· FP38 – has been cleared
1180. AUGUSTAN AVENUE 
Cllr Suter noted that there had been a mixed response to the survey although with some general support. The idea of an astroturf surface was ruled out. This subject will be re-visited later in the year. Some additional ‘no ball games’ signage is being obtained. 
1181. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
Cllr Suter advised that this is almost ready to submitted; there have been issues with some heritage maps.  It was agreed the PC should not delay finalisation of this pending the outcome of the Local Plan update in August. The refreshed plan will be reviewed by Jo Witherden and will be ready for presentation by 1st May 2026. 
1182.  POPLAR HILL ROAD ISSUES
Further updates are awaited. 
1183. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Highways – the refreshment of signage will not take place until after the Fiddleford road closure programme in April & May has been completed. 
No major work on drainage issues will take place until after the C13 diversion has been lifted. 
1184. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no new applications.
It was noted that application P/FUL/2025/05977 (Gains Cross) had been granted approval by Dorset Council, subject to conditions:
o	‘Restricted’ operating hours
o	The number of dogs on site
o	Lighting arrangements approval 
o	Waste disposal arrangements approval
 1185. FINANCES
i)       Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	

	02/03/2026
	ESET
	 £              60.20 
	NOD 32 antivirus

	02/03/2026
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	 £           466.66 
	Mowing

	02/03/2026
	David Green
	 £           852.49 
	February 2026 pay

	10/03/2026
	Clifford T Shean
	 £              60.00 
	PAT testing 

	10/03/2026
	David Green
	 £              37.50 
	Expenses

	10/03/2026
	Partnership Security Limited
	 £        1,236.00 
	New camera Rec/AA

	13/03/2026
	Back Market
	 £           237.99 
	Refurbished Dell laptop

	16/03/2026
	Wessex Internet Limited
	 £                1.20 
	Wi-fi access charge

	17/03/2026
	Lloyds Bank PLC
	 £                4.25 
	Service charge

	17/03/2026
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	 £           270.00 
	Mowing/strimming

	23/03/2026
	Tim West - Sturcomps
	 £              70.00 
	Set-up Dell laptop

	23/03/2026
	Elizabeth Brecknock
	 £           200.00 
	Pavilion cleaning

	23/03/2026
	Stockley & Son Plumbers Ltd
	 £              65.00 
	Plumbing – Pavilion leak

	23/03/2026
	SSE
	 £              44.00 
	CCTV Electricity

	25/03/2026
	Partnership Security Limited
	 £           216.00 
	Reset Rec PTZ 

	30//03/2026
	David Green
	 £           852.49 
	March 2026 pay



ii) Clerks Expenses – expenses of £49.39 were approved
1186. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	


Pavillion – Interior repainting.  The lowest cost quote received was unanimously accepted by the Council. 

Rubbish – a skip in the car park has been arranged for April in time for the pre-season clear. The cost of this will be shared with the Cricket Club, 

1187. REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS

Cllr Leadbeater advised that he had taken advice from the DAPTC and Dorset Council in producing a modified draft of the Standing Orders. 

Concerns were raised in relation to several clauses:

Rules of Debate - Clause ‘o’ – proposed changes	

‘Unless permitted by the chair of the meeting, a councillor may speak once in the debate on a motion except’

The view was expressed the view that is extremely restrictive and is not how Shillingstone PC has historically operated.

Meetings generally – Clause ‘f’ & ‘g’ – proposed changes

f - The period of time designated for public participation at a meeting in accordance with standing order 3(e) shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the chair of the meeting.

g - Subject to standing order 3(f), a member of the public shall not speak for more than 5 minutes.

The view was expressed that again this is very restrictive and does not take account of one person raising several topics on behalf of other villagers, or extraordinary meetings where there is a need for substantive public comment.

Code of Conduct & Dispensations – Clause ‘e’ - proposed changes

e - A decision as to whether to grant a dispensation shall be made by the by a meeting of the Council, or committee or sub-committee for which the dispensation is required and that decision is final.

The Chair & Clerk objected to objected to the proposal to remove the power to issue dispensations. It was pointed out that if this is put in place, a dispensation can only be given during the course of a scheduled meeting, which is inflexible. 

The proposal to introduce a ‘staffing committee’ was also considered, the DAPTC & Dorset Council having advised that this may be useful in some situations and could be considered if required by the Council.  The view was expressed that such a measure would not be suitable for a Council with a sole employee, who is effectively managed by the Chair and could prove to be very disruptive to that working relationship and to the operation of the Council in general. 

It was agreed to further review the proposed amendments to the Standing Orders & to consider the establishment of a staffing committee at a future meeting. 

1188. CORRESPONDENCE


The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	11/03/2026
	Dorset Highways
	Revised: Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for Fiddleford to Durweston

	13/03/2026
	Clive Luther 
	Re drainage works Hine Town Lane

	13/03/2026
	Jade Jones
	re management of land in Schelin Way

	17/03/2026
	Dorset Highways
	Revised: Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for Fiddleford to Durweston

	18/03/2026
	DAPTC Neil Wedge
	Response to PC comments re Statement of Reasonable Expectations

	20/03/2026
	Dorset Highways 
	Road closure Okeford Fitzpaine - May 2026

	23/03/2026
	The Boundary Commission
	Dorset - IC - Stakeholders

	26/03/2026
	Cllr Murcer to Dorset Council
	Graffiti issue at the Rec

	27/03/2026
	Anne Powell 
	Parish Council grant to Parish Magazine

	30/03/2026
	Flood Wessex
	Post flood ‘Drop-in’ events 



1189. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Neighbourhood Plan update
· Augustan Avenue football area proposal
· Standing Orders/Staffing committee review 

1190. NEXT MEETING The next meeting will be on Thursday 7th May 2026 at 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall – this will include the Annual Parish Meeting, the Annal Meeting of the Parish Council and a Parish Council meeting. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.29 pm
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